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Winter programme 

Saturday afternoon pack runs 

Saturday afternoon pack runs proved to be a struggle last year  - while they continue to 

attract more runners than most other regular club events, attendance is down significantly 

on previous years.  Furthermore, there is a clear divide in attendance between longstanding 

(and older) members for whom Saturday afternoon pack runs are a central part of their 

membership experience, and newer members who are engaging with other options during 

the week but not Saturday afternoon runs.  

Currently, we continue to run a dual-stream approach, offering something for members 

who want Saturday afternoon pack runs and something for members who do not find this 

convenient. 

The informal club gatherings on Saturday and Sunday mornings do not attract as many 

runners as the Saturday afternoon pack runs but are growing in popularity and are an 

important part of the club calendar. At a future point, it may be worth considering moving 

the Saturday afternoon pack runs to coincide with the Karori Park Saturday morning 

sessions - giving Karori Park runners a choice of either a workout or an easier pack run on 

the trails.  And the use of the popular park cafe afterwards.  
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The Trinity Club meets, shared with WHAC and Olympic, have been a good innovation - 

especially the one at Wilton Bowling Club with the beer afterwards.  

Club events 

Some club events were well attended (such as the Centennial Cup, McVilly Shield and 

Galashiels / Novice Cup) while others struggle to remain relevant. The Galashiels was run 

by the M60s - and that is a successful model that I think we need to move towards where 

individuals or sections within the club take responsibility for specific events rather than 

having the programme manager responsible for the yearlong programme.  This is because I 

think club members are more excited about an event that one person or group invests time 

and energy into than they are about events that are rolled out as a matter of course by the 

same person each month. It also means that the club events reflect the wants of a wider 

range of club members, rather than just the programme manager. 

I added one new event to the calendar last year- the 3K Mini-Ekiden at Bothamley Park. 

This had moderate interest from club members and is probably worth persisting with for a 

second year, to see if it grows into something sustainable or not.  

Interclub events 

Participation data from invoices for entry fees 
Inter-club event  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

       

Shaw Baton Relay     

diff 

teams  

 Boys/Girls 2 2 3   

 Junior teams    2 1 

 Women's teams 8 5 7 9 8 

 Men's teams 10 8 9 17 15 

 Total teams 20 15 19 28 24 

       

Varsity Relays Walkers 12 14 13 10 11 

 U15 13 13 15 7 5 

 Junior teams 1 2  1  

 

Senior, Masters, 

Open teams 20 18 22 18 19 

 Total teams 21 20 22 19 19 

       

Ekiden Walking relay  15 17    
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Vosseler Shield Under 13(15) 5 9 12 7 8 

 Over 13(15) 62 57 70 44 61 

 Total 67 66 82 51 69 

       

Dorne Cup Juniors 16 15 20 17 6 

 Adults 81 66 77 64 81 

 Total 97 81 97 81 87 

       

Walkers - Mckays 

crossing  10 6    

       

Bays Relay No of teams 18 13 18 18 21 

Turkey Trot Walkers 4 8 11 8 8 

       

Wgtn XC champs Juniors 12 1 2 10 4 

 
U20, Seniors, 

Masters 
53 63 49 56 

46 

 Total 65 64 51 66 50 

       

Wlg Road Champs Juniors 11 10 14 8 3 

 
U20, Open, 

Masters 59 64 78 73 79 

 Non-champs 2   3  

 Walkers 10 12    

 Total 82 86 92 84 84 

* Thanks to Marshall Clark for this data. 

 

Attendance at most interclub events was similar to previous years - some, such as the Shaw 

Baton and particularly the Wellington XC, were down this year. On the other hand, 

non-Athletics-Wellington events such as Xterra and WUU2K continue to attract a large 

number of Scottish runners.  

It is worth asking why the club pays the member entry fees for Athletics Wellington events 

but not other events. Last year we did pay entry fees for WUU2K relay teams.  This offer 

was generous and is probably not sustainable, but it was very appreciated by people who 

took up the offer. Perhaps we could look at a relationship with organisations like Xterra and 

Wellington Marathon where our members get reduced entry fees. 

Our programme will need to continue to adapt to recognise the importance of those events 

that our members value as well as the ones that have historically been important. In some 

3 



instances, these new events are not even in Wellington (for instance the Jumbo Holdsworth 

Trail Race and the Gold Coast Marathon both attract a sizable number of club runners and 

could potentially evolve into more organised regular club away-trips. 

Summer programme 

In recent years we have put more emphasis on harrier events during the summer season. 

The current summer season now includes the Baudinet Cup (Bernie Portenski Memorial 

Trophy), the Agency Group 10000m, the Ballantyne Cup (with a new format - 10 miles and 5 

miles - along the Hutt riverbanks) and the McVilly Shield, as well as longstanding summer 

events such as the Night of Miles, the Track and Field meets and the Round the Bays.  

The Agency Group 10000m grew on its success from 2018 and was blessed, despite the 

poor weather with a world record from Sally Gibb. This event is an important Scottish 

contribution to New Zealand athletics because there is nothing comparable for 10000m 

runners anywhere else in New Zealand at present. 

Scottish is close to being a full-year club now, which is good because the winter harriers- 

summer track distinction is an arbitrary and meaningless one for many runners who are 

not invested in Athletics NZ's formal structures. The only parts of the winter season 

programme that do not happen during summer at the moment are the Saturday afternoon 

pack runs. 

Scottish continues to offer members the opportunity to participate in the Athletics 

Wellington track and field programme over summer for free. Only a few members take up 

this opportunity regularly, but a larger number do participate occasionally, so I think it 

remains a valuable service. I wonder if we could supplement track meets with informal 

pack runs leaving from Newtown Park? 

Weekday programme 

The 'informal' weekday programme continues to flourish with no input from the 

programme manager.  Many people are involved in the Waterfront 5km Series (thanks 

Sharon and Daryl), the Trail Queens, Tues or Wed evening speed sessions and the 

lunchtime Kupe runs all attract a reasonable number of runners and allow our club to be 

more diverse and accommodating of a range of people with different needs and 

expectations. These options are all integral to the club now. 
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Other programme events that also ran smoothly without any input from the programme 

manager were the away trips (North Island Cross Country and NZ Road Relay 

Championships) and the Three Peaks Series. 

Handed over to Kate 

Big thanks for Kate Slater for taking over the programme manager role this year and 

jumping in feet first. 

...and to finish... 

Public transport and accessibility  

My sense, anecdotally, is that we have a growing number of members who do not own or 

drive cars. I think this trend is likely to develop. We should consider how to future-proof 

our calendar by ensuring event venues are easily accessible by public transport and/or 

centrally located for most runners. We can also invest more time in making other venues 

accessible by continuing to promote car-sharing or hiring cars and vans. 

 

Hei konā mai me ngā mihi, 

Stephen Day 
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